PREFACE

Since 1979, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has administered an energy assistance program designed to assist low income households with energy costs.  The current program is called the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and is administered by the Division of Energy Assistance (DEA) within the Administration for Children and Family’s Office of Community Services (OCS).  LIHEAP was authorized by the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of l981, know as “OBRA”.  This law has been amended several times (see page C-1).  

The original LIHEAP Information Manual was developed in 1983 by a task force group that included program and financial staff from Indian tribes and federal staff from HHS.  Its purpose is to provide tribes with specific information about LIHEAP.  The content of this manual is the result of contact with many tribal LIHEAP staff throughout the United State to seek ideas and examples of how their programs are run.  HHS is now updating this manual to reflect current program requirements. 

Whenever possible, we have included examples in this manual that reflect actual tribal practices.  However, these examples should not be viewed by the reader as the only ways a tribe can set up its program.  The LIHEAP Block Grant allows tribes the flexibility to set up LIHEAP programs (within statutory limits) that meet the needs of their low income households.  

Many tribes have found this manual to be an effective tool for use in administering their LIHEAP program.  This is a useful document for both program and financial staff who seek knowledge about LIHEAP.  As always, the LIHEAP federal staff remain available to assist you with any questions about the LIHEAP program.  Contact the Division of Energy Assistance at 202-401-9351.     
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